Shellfish are filter-feeding organisms that may accumulate high levels of naturally-occurring toxins, produced by harmful algal blooms, and act as marine toxin vectors to whomever consumes them. In order to protect public health, most coastal countries and particularly countries with shellfish production areas must have an effective monitoring in place to minimize the risk of acute intoxications and to warranty the quality of the seafood products. The decade of 2010-2019 that is rapidly approaching its end is going to be characterized by four categories of challenges that scientific communities and agencies with responsibilities in terms of seafood safety had to deal with: i) emergence of new toxins, ii) identification of new analogues of regulated toxins, iii) moving away from biological methods for official control and, iv) harmonization of detection methods and regulatory limits in a world of global trade.
(TTX) and TTX analogues in bivalve mollusks from the Portuguese coast. TTX is a potent neurotoxin, traditionally known in Asian countries such as Japan, that has been receiving particular attention in Europe.
